100 Years of Union Public Service
Commission

The Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC) stands as one of India's most respected
constitutional institutions, embodying the
principles of integrity, meritocracy, impartiality,
and excellence in public service. The origins of
the Commission can be traced to the provisions
of the Government of India Act, 1919, and the
recommendations of the Lee Commission
(1924), which led to the establishment of the
Public Service Commission on 1 October 1926.
It subsequently became the Federal Public
Service Commission in 1937 and, with the
adoption of the Constitution of India on 26
January 1950, assumed its present form as the
Union Public Service Commission.

Under Article 320 of the Constitution,
UPSC is entrusted with conducting examinations
for recruitment to the Union's civil services,
selecting candidates through interviews,
advising on appointments by promotion,
deputation and absorption, framing and
amending recruitment rules, examining
disciplinary matters, and advising the President
on issues referred to it.

Over the past hundred years, UPSC has
remained steadfast in its commitment to
ensuring that appointments to the civil services
are made through a transparent, fair, and
merit-based process. The Commission has
continuously evolved by embracing
technological advancements, refining its

examination and recruitment processes, and
adapting to the changing needs of governance
while preserving the highest standards of
impartiality and public trust. Through its
unwavering pursuit of excellence, UPSC has
enabled generations of dedicated civil servants
to contribute meaningfully to nation-building
and public welfare.

The centenary celebrations provide an
opportunity to honour the Commission's
remarkable journey, reflect upon its invaluable
contributions, and envision its future role in an
increasingly dynamic and aspirational India. The
occasion also reaffirms the timeless values that
define the institution—integrity, inclusivity,
trust, innovation, and an unwavering
commitment to public service.

The Department of Posts is pleased to
issue a Commemorative Postage Stamp on the
occasion of the completion of 100 years of the
Union Public Service Commission, paying
tribute to an institution that has, for a century,
upheld the ideals of merit, fairness, and
constitutional governance while contributing
significantly to the progress and development of
the nation.
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